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and other hills
I’ll die on

IT’S NOT VIBE 
CODING IF 
YOU CHECK IT

Sam Rabin SEWG Winter Meeting 2026



  

Hatering

I’m still really uncomfort- 
able with the environment- 
al and social harms!

This is artificially cheap! 
Don’t get used to it!

I mostly use it for Python dev work and 
writing GitHub Workflows.

Aside from occasional questions to ChatGPT in 
the app, I use the VSCode Chat feature— 
mostly Claude Sonnet 4.5 in Agent mode.

This is beginner stuff, so consider this 
presentation a “getting started” primer.

This allows me to retain complete control 
over actions the LLM takes, like running tests 
and other risky shell commands.

I always review its work and commit 
frequently.

My perspective
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Claude
Why Claude?

Yeah idk

Why Sonnet 4.5?
omg what is your
PROBLEM
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sorry

Opus 4.6 is a token hog



What tasks do I use it for?

In-code docs
Adding type hints and 

docstrings, and to a lesser 
extent comments

Testing
I’ve learned a lot about how 
unittest and pytest work 

from seeing the tests it 
writes for me.

Miscellany
Regex searching/replacing, 
how to use JSON for I/O, 

debugging, etc.
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https://www.404media.co/grok-nudify-ai-images-impersonation-onlyfans/
https://www.404media.co/x-premium-grok-paywall-images-ai-generator/

https://www.selc.org/news/xai-bui
lt-an-illegal-power-plant-to-power-

its-data-center/

2026-03-05Sam Rabin SEWG Winter Meeting 2026

https://www.404media.co/grok-nudify-ai-images-impersonation-onlyfans/
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https://www.selc.org/news/xai-built-an-illegal-power-plant-to-power-its-data-center/
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Example: Testing

Please add some unit tests of 
_print_msg to a new class in 
python/ctsm/test/
test_no_nans_in_inputs/
test_unit_get_replacemen
t_fill_values.py. 
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https://www.technologyreview.com/2025/05/20/1116327/ai-energy-usage-climate-footprint-big-tech/
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Example: Docstrings

Please add a docstring for 
_check_for_nans_in_netcdf()
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https://www.tomshardware.com/tech-industry/artificial-intelligence/googles-agentic-ai-wipes-users-entire-hard-drive-without-permissio
n-after-misinterpreting-instructions-to-clear-a-cache-i-am-deeply-deeply-sorry-this-is-a-critical-failure-on-my-part
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How does it go wrong?

Undoing my work

Working from its memory of 
the code rather than the 

current state

“You’re right!”
When you’re completely 

wrong
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Overeagerness
I was just asking a question, 

why are you changing my 
code



https://1password.com/blog/from-magic-to-malware-how-openclaws-agent-skills-become-an-attack-surface
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How does it go wrong?

Deleting tests
When adding tests, deleting 

existing ones without 
noticing.

Enshrining bugs
Forcing tests to pass, even if 

it means working around 
bugs that it “recognizes” as 

bugs

Ineffective tests
Writing tests that don’t 

actually test what they say 
they’re testing
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https://www.anthropic.com/research/AI-assistance-coding-skills
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● Use it to help you learn

● Start it on small, well- 
tested* units of code

● Give it well-specified, 
focused tasks—think “size of 
a commit” rather than “size 
of a PR”

● Tell it to reread code if 
you’ve made changes that it 
hasn’t “seen”

● Watch it work and keep 
your finger on the “stop” 
button

● Vibe code (i.e., accepting its 
changes without review)

● Accept code you don’t 
understand

● Shirk your responsibility 
for the code you commit

● Let too much work happen 
without a git commit

● Let it run shell commands 
by itself

● Ever ever ever use Grok

Do Don’t
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● Use LLMs for something a 
deterministic program can 
do about as well or better

● Use these tools for trivial 
tasks or entertainment 

● Just believe someone who’s 
trying to sell you something 

● Get used to these prices 

● Forget what 
you love 
about this job

Don’t


