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communicator 
who now does 

science.
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What do we do?



We all want a safe
place to live.

We all want healthy
friends, family and
communities.



showyourstripes.info

http://www.showyourstripes.info/


Estimated number of adults who think global warming is 
happening, 2023: 

72%



Estimated number who believe most scientists think global 
warming is happening, 2023: 

56%



Estimated number of adults who think global warming will 
harm future generations, 2023: 

70%



Estimated number of adults who think global warming will 
harm them personally, 2023: 

46%



Estimated number who hear about global warming in the 
media at least once a week, 2023: 

32%



How did we get here?



Climate change is not affecting all 
communities equally.



Housing proximity to toxic places

Poor air quality

Poor water quality

Chronic “pre-existing” medical issues

Reliable access to quality health care

Lack of equitable opportunities



“Approximately 
71% of African 
Americans live in 
areas in violation 
of air pollution 
standards.”

- NAACP Environmental 
and Climate Justice 
Program, naacp.org



Least polluters: -cannot change the system 
  to create equity
-surviving takes the focus

Other groups (53%): -say they don’t expect to
 feel the impacts



If those in positions to change policies that 
create inequities do so with urgency, we can 
make space for those who are impacted the 
most… 

Folks who are thinking about how to solve 
climate change because they have been 
impacted for some time now.



What used to work isn’t working when it comes 
to climate change: 



(Information-deficit model, Lester and Hutchins 2013)

This model does not work:



(The Drum)

(Creative (Climate) Communications: Productive Pathways for Science, Policy and Society, Boykoff 2019)

Blaming folks for any knowledge gaps does 
not work either:



We all want a safe
place to live.

We all want healthy
friends, family and
communities.



Examples of things to talk about:

Weird weather

Flowers and trees blooming earlier 

Spring starting earlier than ever

Ski and rafting seasons are shorter than they used to be

Family, neighborhoods, schools

Shared values, faith and interests



Think about your climate change 
‘a-ha’ story

Mine began after overhearing a 

conversation in a grocery store!



Think about your ‘why’

People do not make lifestyle 

changes because of data 

and facts!



think 
local



Follow reliable resources on 
social media

 Easy to understand
 Easy to share



Today’s illustrations are by:



THANK YOU

I am available to give this 
presentation to other groups, 
too!

@holivarez19



Additional resources



PROJECT DRAWDOWN:

100 existing solutions to 

reverse global warming

www.drawdown.org 

http://www.drawdown.org/


Katharine Hayhoe, PhD

Global Weirding series on 

PBS and YouTube

Twitter: over 3,000 scientists 

on her list of “scientists who 

do climate”



CLIMATE CENTRAL:

Reporting the science and 

impacts of climate change

www.climatecentral.org 

http://www.climatecentral.org/


SKEPTICAL SCIENCE:

Skeptical about climate 

skepticism

www.skepticalscience.com 

http://www.skepticalscience.com/


CLIMATE FEEDBACK

Scientists checking news 

articles and ranking the 

credibility

www.climatefeedback.com 

http://www.climatefeedback.com/


NASA GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE

www.nasa.climate.gov 

http://www.nasa.climate.gov/


NOAA

www.climate.gov 

http://www.climate.gov/


University of Colorado Boulder

INSIDE THE GREENHOUSE

Stand up for climate change

comedy show!

www.insidethegreenhouse.org 

http://www.insidethegreenhouse.org/
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